
Ted Hoshal
236 Peninsula Road, Medicine Lake, MN 55441 • 763-545-6246 • dthoshal2@luma-gard.com

December 15, 2021

Mr. Wes Saunders-Pearce
Area Hydrologist, Metro North Region
Minnesota DNR Ecological and Water Resources
1200 Warner Road
St. Paul, MN  55106

Dear Mr. Saunders-Pearce:

My name is Ted Hoshal and I am an adjacent neighbor to Pat Juetten, who has submitted a 
variance request to the City of Medicine Lake Planning Commission for his property at 238 
Peninsula Road.  Pat wishes to excavate a lake front steep slope area just outside of a designated 
bluff zone area in order to create a lakeside beach for his children. 

I reviewed your comments about this project that Brad Scheib, Medicine Lake’s consulting city 
planner, shared with me.  It appears you do not have any material concerns.  I don’t know that 
you had the opportunity to read my letter to the homeowner and the public comments I prepared 
for Brad and the Planning Commission.  I’m attaching them here.

Having lived next door for 51 years, I can tell you a little bit about the property.  The native 
lakeshore at the base of the bluff is edged with small to medium gravel stones, mostly three to 10 
inches in size over the first six to ten feet waterward and shoreward.  This feature extends 
roughly 500 feet along the lakeshore in the area of the subject property.  Beyond the first ten to 
fifteen feet waterward, the lake bottom is firm, composed mostly of sand and is favorable for 
swimming and lake play.  The area supports spawning crappies and sunfish and is fished 
regularly for large mouth bass.  The shore area does not support any emergent vegetation.  A 
native and invasive weed line exists at the edge of the littoral zone.  The lake, as you are aware, 
suffers from a number of impairments, including exotic plants and animals.  No natural sand 
beach is present along this portion of the shore.  Mr. Juetten has added field stone boulder rip rap 
over the native shoreline in an effort to curb what he believed to be wave erosion to the toe area 
of his bluff and steep slope zone.  

The bluff and steep slope area (50%-60% grade) are populated with native and invasive plants 
and grasses.  Nearly all regenerative overgrowth trees and shrubs have been cut and removed by 
the applicant.  The seven native canopy trees (bur oak, elm, basswood and sugar maple) are no 
longer present, having succumb to either tree diseases or removal by prior owners over time.

The proposed beach area will require the installation of a rectangular shaped six foot boulder 
wall that tapers on either side towards the waters edge.  This new beach (a sand platform) will be 
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isolated and elevated from the normal water level, with a rip rap boulder boarder between the 
waters edge and the sand platform area.  The sand platform area will be flanked by a series of 
stone stairs extending from the top of the hill to the top limit of the shore rip rap.

I am not in favor of this project.  I don’t agree with some of the findings of the Medicine Lake 
staff report and found the applicant’s plan lacks important details.  My concerns are:

• The land disturbance required by the project may over time undermine the stability of the 
bank and contribute to a bank failure that could extend beyond the applicant’s property and 
impact the lake 

• The project creates another visual impairment to the aesthetic of the greater Medicine Lake 
shoreline

• The applicant seeks a variance from environmental protection provisions of the Medicine 
Lake zoning code; ones aimed to protect and preserve these types of sensitive lands

• The retaining wall design relies on the applicant’s continued maintenance of landscape 
features intended to conceal or lessen its visual impact

• The project requires no restorative features (adding trees) inside or outside of the 
disturbance zone to better shield the applicant’s home from the lake

• The six foot retaining wall may create an attractive nuisance if left unfenced
• The applicant’s desire for a children’s play area does not outweigh the importance of 

stewardship for maintaining undisturbed bluff and steep slope areas—protections already 
afforded the site

• The project does not align with the Minnesota DNR’s guidance for best management 
practices for bluff zone and steep slope zone management

• The project does not align with the citizen values for lakeshore and water quality protection  
as expressed in the Medicine Lake 2019 Comprehensive Plan.

It would be very helpful if you could answer the following questions that we might enter into the 
city record for their public hearing.

1) Have you visited this site or otherwise consulted with Mr. Juetten on this project? 
2) If you have not visited the site, have you been shown a series of photographs of the 

lakeside yard showing the existing conditions?
3) Have you expressed any prior guidance or direction here on behalf of the MnDNR?
4) As you have not received a landscape plan elevation detail showing how the project may 

appear when viewed from the lake, was not presented a calculation for square feet 
(surface) or cubic yard (total volume) land disturbance, have not reviewed a soils type 
profile, have not assessed a native plant inventory, or had opportunity to review a detailed 
landscape restoration site plan, do you feel you have received sufficient detail from the 
city staff or applicant to fairly assess the plan?

5) Could you briefly explain why you believe a proposed project like this one is acceptable 
under MnDNR review when every citizen guiding document (of the MnDNR and other 
water quality and land conservation entities) for bluff land and steep slope best 
management practices clearly say otherwise?

6) Given the fact that there is no erosion of the slope in the proposed disturbance area, could 
you briefly explain why you believe Minnesota Rules, Section 6106.0160 LAND 



ALTERATION AND STORM WATER MANAGEMENT STANDARDS, Subparts 3 and 
4 (regulating and prohibiting the building of retaining walls on steep slopes when erosion 
is not present) does not apply here? 

7) Can you explain briefly your interpretation of the bluff impact zone area?  Specifically, 
does the protective imaginary zone line created parallel to the crest of the bluff end at the 
edge of the designated bluff zone?  Or, does it extend a similar setback (and equal 
distance) from the bluff’s zone edge into adjacent areas of steep slope along the fall line 
of the bluff (for instance and in this case, does the bluff impact zone line curve from the 
top of the bluff and extend into the steep slope area and end at waters edge or does it 
follow the bluff zone/steep slope zone vertical delineation line to the waters edge?)?

8) Given this project requires temporarily removing an area of the steep slope hill top 
immediately adjacent to a designated bluff zone, creating a pivot base for a crawler 
excavator midway down a slope exceeding 50% grade (for shuffling boulders and stone 
steps) and causing a shoreline impact zone disturbance of more than 1,300 square feet 
over undisturbed soils and native/invasive plants, could you briefly explain how this 
supports, “He strives to create a legacy of water resource protection.” as mentioned 
foremost on your LinkedIn landing page?

I am all for my neighbor replacing his steps.  The old ones were unsafe.  He just needs to find a 
way to tread lightly on this environmentally sensitive portion of his shoreland property.  His 
current plan does not do that.

Medicine Lake is experiencing a rash of developmental/environmental impacts of late (bank 
clear cuttings, huge boulder wall placements, shoreline accessory structures, etc.) that is 
weighing heavy on the greater aesthetic of the lake.   Yes, I realize most Minnesota lakes are 
facing some of these same stressors.  But I had hoped you would echo some of the concerns 
outlined above in your comments for this project and champion some solid fortification of 
MnDNRs best management practices.  So far, I’m hearing crickets.
 
I would appreciate your prompt and thoughtful guidance as our public hearing is Thursday at 
6:00 pm.  If you need more time, I will request that the Planning Commission table its decision 
until they may review your comments and hopefully visit the site.

Thank you in advance for your assistance!

Sincerely,

���
Ted Hoshal

cc  Pat & Briana Juetten, City Variance Applicants
     Brad Scheib, Consulting City Planner
     Medicine Lake Planning Commission
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From:   "Saunders-Pearce, Wes (DNR)" <Wes.Saunders-Pearce@state.mn.us>     Sent: Thu 16/12/21 2:11 PM 

To:   Brad Scheib <bscheib@cityofmedicinelake.com>, "dthoshal2@luma-gard.com"<dthoshal2 ...  Priority:  Normal 

Subject:  RE: Comments Requested for 238 Peninsula Road Variance Type: Text 

Mr. Hoshal, 

Thank you for your letter and for sharing your correspondences. Our role is to administer the public waters program for any direct
impacts to the lake, from the ordinary high water level and below (lakeward). For shoreland variances, the city must provide DNR
notice of a public hearing which ensures we are aware of the opportunity for interested parties to review and comment. As you know,
those comments were provided to city staff. 

I encourage you to continue engaging with city staff and the Planning Commission on this proposal, and follow their process for appeals
should you choose. 

Wes Saunders-Pearce, CFM 
North Metro Area Hydrologist | Ecological and Water Resources 
Anoka & Hennepin Counties 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
1200 Warner Road 
Saint Paul, MN 55106 
Phone: 651-259-5822 
Fax: 651-772-7977 
Email: Wes.Saunders-Pearce@state.mn.us 
mndnr.gov 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Brad Scheib <bscheib@cityofmedicinelake.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 16, 2021 1:06 PM 
To: dthoshal2@luma-gard.com; Saunders-Pearce, Wes (DNR) <Wes.Saunders-Pearce@state.mn.us> 
Subject: RE: Comments Requested for 238 Peninsula Road Variance 

Hi Ted 
MnRules 6106 applies to the Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area. 
Brad 

-----Original Message----- 
From: dthoshal2@luma-gard.com <dthoshal2@luma-gard.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, December 15, 2021 9:43 PM 
To: Wes Saunders-Pearce <Wes.Saunders-Pearce@state.mn.us> 
Cc: Brad Scheib <Brad@hkgi.com> 
Subject: Comments Requested for 238 Peninsula Road Variance 

Hello Mr. Saunders-Pearce -- 

I'm attaching here two documents, one letter addressed to you and one with two background letters shared with Brad Schieb and the
Medicine Lake Planning Commission, regarding the Medicine Lake variance request for 238 Peninsula Road. 

If you can help by commenting before the MLPC meeting Thursday, December 16 at 6:00 pm, I would certainly appreciate it. 

Please copy your reply to Pat Juetten (juetten@hotmail.com) and to Brad Scheib, so that he may share it with the MLPC. 

Thank you! 

Ted Hoshal @ 
-- 
763-545-6246 
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