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October 2, 2023 
City of Medicine Lake 
Council Minutes 
  
Present:  Mayor Chris Heim; Councilors Ruth Hovey, Ron Tomczik, Connie Shaffer, Bill McNaughton; 
Treasurer Gary Englert, City Clerk Therese Polum, BCWMC Commissioner Clint Carlson, Public Works 
Superintendent Chris Klar, BCWMC TAC Susan Wiese,  
 
Council and Staff Absent: Planning Commissioner Jesse Swanson, BCWMC Alt TAC Shaun Kennedy, 
Fire Chief Rich Halvorson 
 
Other attendees:   Irene Fernando Chair Hennepin County Board of Commissioners, Dave Hutton with 
SEH Consulting, Nancy Pauly, Justin Kirven, Brian Doyle, Kirstin Nielsen 
 
Mayor Heim called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.     
 
Minutes and Agenda 
• Motion to approve the agenda forwarded by Councilmember Hovey and seconded by 

Councilmember Tomczik. Councilmembers Heim, Hovey, Tomczik, McNaughton, Shaffer in 
favor. Motion passed.  

• Motion to approve the September 2, 2023 city council minutes forwarded by Councilmember 
Shaffer and seconded by Councilmember McNaughton. Councilmembers Heim, Hovey, 
Tomczik, McNaughton, Shaffer in favor. Motion passed.  

 
Hennepin County Sheriff –Sergeant Nelson  
• Reported September was a quite month, two alarms, one suspicious activity 
 
Hennepin County Board of Commissioners, Chair Irene Fernando 
Councilmember McNaughton introduced Commissioner Irene Fernando 
• Reported on her history/tasks/roles/budget 
• Clint Carlson thanked the commissioner for her continued and ongoing support of BCWMC 
• Councilmembers asked a few questions particularly with regards to safety and asked for the 

Commissioners ideas and solutions 
• Reported she can only answer to items that are in her authority 
• Reported County roles is a bit distance from the concerns with youth accountability 
• Reported social isolation is a large concern along with mental health and how the County can assist 

the school districts with these items 
• Reported on current state of sales tax 
• Reported taxes is the government’s term for revenue 
• Reported she is not an authority on transportation however she is an advocate and shared her work 
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Open Forum 
• Kirstin Nielsen reported on Jevne Park update 

• SRF refining the cost estimate and moving to assist final design 
• Reported the goal is to have a final design by end of this year 
• Discussion pursued 
• Reported this final design will be the ultimate build out for Jevne Park 
• Reported final design will be published on the website and citizens will be welcome to attend the 

specific council meeting to present their comments 
 
SEH Consulting – Dave Hutton 
• Reported on his memo to council dated September 27, 2023 

• Reported on the additional requirements necessary to move forward with applying for the federal 
funding as outlined in the memorandum 

• Reported the impact of receiving the federal money will delay the ability for the City to bid the 
project until spring and could increase the costs 

• Reported on the proposed bidding schedule if the City does not move forward without applying 
for the federal funds 
• Proposed: November 15th, 2023 bids received and opened 
• Proposed: December 4th, 2023 council review/accept bids and award contract 

• Mayor Heim reported on the city financials  
 
Motion to approve Resolution 23-22 a resolution approving plans and specifications and ordering 
advertisement for bids 2024 Street and Utility Improvements forwarded by councilmember 
McNaughton and seconded by councilmember Shaffer. Councilmembers Hovey, Tomczik, Heim, 
Shaffer, McNaughton in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Fire Department Report – Rich Halvorsen 
• Reported one call 
• Reported on 9/11 activities 
• Reported on pizza fundraiser (raised $1500) 
• Reported on live medical training 
• Reported on future electrical and plumbing modifications and quotes 
 
 
Public Works Superintendent Report – Chris Klar   
• Reported the park typically closes in the next month however with the potential mitigation things will 

be a bit different this year 
• Reported on the lift station project mitigation at Jevne Park 
• Tree trimming in Memorial Park 
• Bollards will come out for the winter 
• Street sweeping soon 
 
Motion to approve Resolution 23-23 a resolution approval of expenditures for Lift Station Fill 
Mitigation in Jevne Park forwarded by councilmember McNaughton and seconded by 
councilmember Shaffer. Councilmembers Hovey, Tomczik, Heim, Shaffer, McNaughton in favor. 
Motion carried. 
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• Reported on the progress of the pickleball agreement discussions 
• Nancy presented her thoughts on how pickleball courts affect assessments 
• Nancy requests that the city reaches out to the Hennepin County Assessor regarding pickleball and 

homeowners assessments 
• Nancy presents another location as behind the city hall building 
• Brian Doyle presents his thoughts on the pickleball items included in this packet 
• Mayor Heim will contact the HC Assessor’s office to get their perspective on property values 
• Shaffer asked if the council should still discuss what was presented in the packet 
• McNaughton and Heim would like to pause this topic until the citizens have more alignment 
• Heim stated he believes the citizens should pay for this ‘noise mitigation fabric’ and find studies if 

this technology works 
• Brian Doyle mentioned the fabric might cost around $15,000 
• McNaughton wants data on noise mitigation fabric 
• Susan asked where she can direct her questions regarding this topic 

• Shaffer stated the park committee 
• Mayor Heim said a councilmember may attend a future citizens meeting on this topic 
 
Bassett Creek Watershed Management Commission Report – Clint Carlson and Susan Wiese 
• Reported TAC meeting on Wednesday 
• Reported they have clarity with the mitigation plan 
 
Planning Commission Report – Jesse Swanson  
• No Report 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Gary Englert 
• Receipts in reporting period:  $76,937 ($71,000 of this is Jenve donations from last month) 
• Receipts year to date: $541,353 
• Disbursements in reporting period: $45,302 
• Disbursements year to date: $542,310 
• Indebtedness: $910,000 
• Capital Project Reserve Balance: $887,715 
• Debt Service Reserve Balance: $28,472 
• Reported $147,730 total Jevne Park funds to date 
• Reported $167,000 total received donations for Jevne Park (all years) 
 
Motion to approve the summary spending, receipts and cash balances through September 30, 2023 
forwarded by Councilmember Shaffer and seconded by Councilmember Hovey. Councilmembers 
Hovey, Tomczik, Heim, Shaffer, McNaughton in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Officer Reports: 
 
Councilmember Hovey 
• Reported on her task for opioid response 
• Reported on her research on a new website provider 
 
Councilmember Tomczik  
• No Reported 
 
Councilmember Shaffer 
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• Reported on painting on city hall 
• Reported on the rental license renewal 
• Only one landlord did not respond 
• Out of 12 properties; only 5 have passed thus far 

• Mostly due to exterior and small deck work 
• JPA with city of Plymouth allows for two inspections per unit 

• $50 for any additional inspections 
 
Councilmember McNaughton 
• Reported on grant of $5,000 from the County for Ash tree inventory. City has to match 25% to get the 

full $5,000. 
• Reported on the estimates on hiring out the Ash tree inventory and he recommends Davey 
• Reported Davey will perform our city inventory in October 
• Discussion pursued 
• Reported on installing temporary speed bumps 
• Reported on the City of ML entrance sign 
 
Motion to approve Resolution 23-24 a resolution approval of expenditures for Ash Tree Inventory 
forwarded by councilmember Shaffer and seconded by councilmember Hovey. Councilmembers 
Hovey, Tomczik, Heim, Shaffer, McNaughton in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve Resolution 23-25 a resolution accepting grant from Hennepin County Grant for 
an Ash Tree Inventory forwarded by councilmember Hovey and seconded by councilmember 
Shaffer. Councilmembers Hovey, Tomczik, Heim, Shaffer, McNaughton in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve Resolution 23-26 a resolution approval of expenditures for temporary speed 
bumps furnish and install from Safety Signs forwarded by councilmember McNaughton and 
seconded by councilmember Hovey. Councilmembers Hovey, Tomczik, Heim, Shaffer, 
McNaughton in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Heim 
• Reported on city hall well 
• Reported on a few awards for state politics 
 
New Business 
• Shaffer Reported on cannabis and opioids and which councilmember will take on this topic 
• Shaffer Reported on cannabis and retail, city property, city parks 

• If yes this is a planning commission item 
• McNaughton reported what about the park (state law no alcohol in public park) 

• Move this to an overall policy/ordinance regarding city parks 
• Planning Commission and the city water JPA 

• Does council want the planning commission to look at the zoning codes and offer suggestions 
for future edits? Yes is the answer. Shaffer will follow up. 

 
 
Motion to adjourn forwarded by Councilmember Hovey and seconded by Councilmember Shaffer. 
Councilmembers Hovey, Tomczik, Heim, Shaffer, McNaughton in favor. Motion carried at 8:36 
pm. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Therese Polum 
City Clerk 
 
Approved on: November 6, 2023 
 
 


